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Leveling Up
Earn CE certificates
via many of these
free and low-cost
webinars, courses, and
seminars. See edWeb.
net, EduPaths.org,
Kent County ISDs PD
Hub, CECatalog, and
ADDitudemag.com for
additional instruction.
•

We All Teach SEL:
Social and Emotional
Learning and
Character Day, Wed.,
Sept. 6 at 3 p.m.EDT
Cont. on page 2

Learning, and teaching other
teachers, through EduPaths.org
We are always on the
lookout for free or low-cost
sources of professional
development for teachers,
and EduPaths.org is a
dandy one. Created in
2016 and funded through a
government grant, it offers
free courses for teachers in
a variety of educational areas, tracks course enrollment and completion, and
lets users view and export transcripts.
Courses consist of 15- to 30-minute closed-captioned YouTube videos, and
include resources, learning objectives, alignment to educational standards, and
pre- and post-tests which can be taken repeatedly.
Courses offer practical classroom tips and are organized in “pathways”
such as “Assessment,” “Curriculum,” “Data,” “Early Childhood,” “Foundation,”
“Instruction,” “Leadership,” “Out-of-School Time,” and “School Improvement.”
You can also search for courses by topic. For example, a search on
Please see EduPaths.org, on page 7

Creating interactive lessons
with Microsoft PowerPoint

Did you know you can create interactive lessons with PowerPoint?
Depending on your version of PowerPoint, these can include audio, video,
screen recording, quizzes, and other interactive experiences, including ones
for science and math, available through an add-in called “Office Mix”.

Getting started
If you want to make your own audio recording, make sure you have a
working microphone on your computer. Most laptops have one built-in. The
Please see PowerPoint lessons on page 8
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Leveling Up, continued from page 1

About Special Ed Tech / Subscriptions

on edWeb.net.
•

Supporting Preschoolers’ Brain Development
through Engaging Music Activities, Tues., Sept.
12 at 3 p.m. EDT on edWeb.net.

•

Timesaving Strategies for Selecting
Intervensions for Struggling Readers, Thurs.,
Sept. 14 at 3 p.m. EDT on edWeb.net.

•

Adaptive Literacy Learning 101, Tues., Sept. 19,
at 7 p.m. EDT on edWeb.net.

•

Beyond Genes: How Sleep, Diet & Exercise
Impact a Child’s ADHD, Wed., Sept. 20 at 1 p.m.
EDT on ADDitudemag.com.

•

Everyday Strategies to Build a Sustainable
Culture of Kindness, Wed., Sept. 20, at 1 p.m.
EDT on edWeb.net.

•

How Research Can (and Should) Inform
Response to Intervention, Wed., Sept. 20 at 4
p.m. EDT on edWeb.net.

•

Understanding the Needs of Students with
Autism, Mon., Sept. 25 at 1 p.m. on edWeb.net.

•

How to Energize Your Child’s Education with
Project-Based Learning, Tues., Sept. 26 at 1
p.m. EDT on ADDitudemag.com.

•

Building a Belief System for Social and Emotional
Success of Struggling Readers, Wed., Sept. 27 at
3 p.m. EDT on edWeb.net.

•

Growth Mindset — Not Just for Kids: Why
Educators’ Mindsets Matter and What They
Can Do, Wed., Sept. 27 at 4 p.m. EDT on edWeb.
net.

•

Lesson Planning for All Learners using
Universal Design for Learning, Wed., Sept. 27
at 4 p.m.EDT on cec.sped.org. $39-$114.

Special Ed Tech, specialedtech.net, is published
monthly from September through May by
the director of Aspiring Games Foundation,
aspiringgames.org.
To subscribe, go to specialedtech.net, scroll
to the subscription box on the bottom of the
page, insert your e-mail address, and click the
“Subscribe” button.
We welcome your questions and article
suggestions. Direct all queries and subscription
issues to editor Becky Palmer-Scott at
SpecialEdTechEditor@gmail.com.

Link to page 1
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Learning & teaching computer basics

GCFLearnFree.org
offers a multitude of
free online classes
on using computer
hardware and
software.

If you are feeling lost in the world of computers, there’s a place for you to find
your way. GCFLearnFree.org offers a multitude of free online classes on using
computer hardware and software. Classes are mostly for beginners.
Courses include Computer Basics, iPad Basics, PowerPoint Tips, Excel
2016, Microsoft Word Tips, PhotoShop Basics, and many others.
In addition, if you find yourself having to teach one of these topics, GCF offers
teacher guides for use in the classroom and in tutoring.

Link to page 1
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Turn your class into a game show!
Why is it that quizzes are boring but question-based game shows are fun?
Whatever the reason, you can bring the excitement of game shows to your
classroom with these modifiable games, brought to you by superteachertools.us.
The website contains ads, but they are G-rated.

Who Wants To Be A
Millionaire Review
Game
The game is just
like the TV show but
you can plug in your
own questions and
answers.

This free web-based program,
available at https://www.
superteachertools.us/millionaire/,
is just like the TV show but you
can plug in your own questions
and answers. You can also access
games created by other teachers,
which are searchable by topic.
Answers are multiple-choice, and
students can use hints and lifelines.
The game works best for single
players.

Jeopardy Style
Review Game
You can create a
custom Jeopardy
review game for
up to 10 players or
team-based play.

This free tool, available at http://
www.superteachertools.us/
jeopardyx/, lets you can create a
custom Jeopardy review game for
up to 10 players or team-based
play. Teams choose a question,
then try to give the best answer.
Scoring is built in for each team.
You can insert your own pictures,
symbols, and even drawings into
your review games!

Link to page 1
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Here are some more ways to insert fun and games into the classroom!

Puzzlemaker
Puzzlemaker, discoveryeducation.
com/free-puzzlemaker/, is a
free puzzle generation tool for
teachers, students, and parents.
Create and print customized word
search, criss-cross, math puzzles,
and more, using your own word
lists.

National Geographic Kids Games
If you’re looking for a fun way to introduce a topic, or want to give the kids
some free time in the classroom, the little games on this website (kids.
nationalgeographic.
com/games/ ) provide
an educational twist to
standard casual games
and personality quizzes.
Between levels of game
play, users are introduced to
fun facts.
The site also includes
informational pages and
videos about animals, which
students may find equally
interesting.

Link to page 1
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Finding hands-on science activities
with Siemens STEM Day

This website offers
more than 100 free
STEM activity ideas
for all grades.

If you are looking for ways to provide students with hands-on STEM activities
which encourage exploration, here’s a great resource: Siemens STEM Day.
Supported by Discovery Education, this website offers more than 100 free STEM
activity ideas for all grades, and shows how to categorize the activities by subject
or career path.
Each downloadable PDF gives an overview of the activity, lists the materials
needed, and explains how it correlates to NCSS educational standards. It also
provides step-by-step instructions for the teacher on how to prepare for and
facilitate the activity.

Link to page 1
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EduPaths.org, continued from page 1

EduPaths.org offers
a variety of courses
on many teaching
topics, including
those related to
special education.

“special education” returns “Exploring Paraeducator Roles and Standards,”
“Mobymax - Special Educational Curriculum for Certificate of Completion,” and
“IEP - Writing Academic Goals using Illuminate Education.”
It’s worth browsing around, because other courses include “Blend and Hold:
A Strategy for Children Who Struggle to Decode,” “Strategies and Digital Tools
for Non-linguistic Representation of Learning,” and “ADA Website Compliance,”
as well as several courses on differentiated instruction, classroom management
strategies, and the “Navigating Your Way to Success: Youth, Families, and
Schools Aligned and Connected” program funded by the Michigan Department of
Education.
There are also courses on using classroom tools such as Google Docs,
Goolgle Drive, Google Forms, Illuminate, DnA, and PowerTeacherPro.

Adding your voice
If you are interested in sharing your teacherly knowledge, EduPaths.org is
open to collaboration and can put your curriculum into a professional format. To
find out more, contact edupaths@geneseeisd.org.

Link to page 1
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PowerPoint lessons, continued from previous page
steps for checking out your microphone vary, but many involve opening your
computer’s Control Panel (available from the Start menu in Windows), then
viewing Hardware and Sound, then Sound, then Recording. If there is a
microphone with a green check near it, you’re good to go. You can also get plug
and play microphones for your computer.
If you plan to insert quizzes and other added interactive functions, you need
to install Office Mix as an add-in. Go to https://mix.office.com/en-us/Home, click
on Get Office Mix, and follow the prompts. The next time you open PowerPoint,
Mix will be added to the menu bar.
To bring humor
and interest to your
lesson, check out
GIPHY.COM, which
offers a host of free
movable pictures that
come to life when the
slideshow is running.

Adding images, including those that move!
Good images can spice up a presentation. To bring humor and interest to
your lesson, check out GIPHY.COM, which offers a host of free movable pictures
that come to life when the slideshow is running. To capture a picture in GIPHY.
COM, right-click on it, select Save image as... and browse for a folder to store
the file.
To insert an image from the PowerPoint menu bar, click on Insert > Pictures
to browse for a picture you have saved, or Insert > Online Pictures (if available)
to search Bing for pictures.

Adding and editing sound/audio onto a slide
There are two ways to insert audio onto a slide. You can insert a premade recording, usually in *.mp3 or *.wav format. Or you can create your own
recording in the slide.
To insert audio from a pre-made file, from the PowerPoint menu bar select
Insert, then select Media. From there select Audio and look for Audio on My
PC. Browse for the file and select it. You will see a speaker icon in the middle of
the slide, which you can move if desired.
To insert your own recording, follow the same process as above, but instead
of selecting a file, select Record Audio. When prompted to record, enter a name
for the recording and click the red circle to start recording. The recording will
continue until you click the blue square and/or the OK button. Before long you
will see a speaker icon on the slide.
To edit the audio, select the speaker icon, then right-click and look for editing
options in a pop-up menu or in the Audio > Format and Audio > Playback
menus. You can make the audio play automatically when the slide appears by
select Audio > Playback from the menu bar, then changing Start: On Click to
Start: Automatically and selecting the Hide During Slideshow checkbox.

Continued on next page
Link to page 1
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PowerPoint lessons, continued from previous page

Adding pre-made videos
To insert a pre-made video, from the PowerPoint menu bar select Insert > Media
> Video. You will be given a choice to select a video file from your computer or
choose one from the Web.

Adding a screen recording
If you want to demonstrate how to do a computer process, you can record
your screen. From the PowerPoint menu bar select Insert > Media > Screen
Recording. Select the area you want to record, click the red record button, and
go through the screen process you want to document. When done, hover the
mouse near the top of the screen to pull up a menu which lets you stop or pause.
When you finish, the recording will be placed on the slide.

Adding quizzes
Here’s where Office Mix comes in handy. To see what it has to offer, select
Mix from the PowerPoint menu bar and see the first two items on the Mix menu.

Office Mix offers
four types of
quizzes which you
can customize as
needed.

Click on Quizzes Videos Apps, then click on the Office Store button to
continue. Here you will see free apps you can add to PowerPoint, which include
a multiple choice quiz, multiple response poll, free response quiz (short answer),
and true/false quiz. To add an app, click on its Add button.

Continued on next page
Link to page 1
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PowerPoint lessons, continued from previous page

Inserting premade lessons
If you scroll further
down the Lab Office
Add-ins menu, you’ll
see math-related apps
including GeoGebra,
Online Python Tutor,
Khan Content,
FluidMath, PhET Sims
- Science/Math, CK-12
Science Resources and
CK-12 Math Resources.
Click Add to add
an app. If the program
requires it, you may
have to sign in.
After you select the
app, you may also need
to refine your selection
until you see another
Add button.

Adding hand
drawings,
handwriting, and video recordings
The Slide Recordings Office Mix app works best with a tablet, because it records
stylus and/or mouse movement. If you have a camera and microphone, you can
include a video and/or audio recording of yourself.
To start, click on Slide Recording in
the Mix menu.
When the app opens, select a pen and
ink color in the right side bar. Also in the
right sidebar, make sure the camera and
microphone are set as desired.
Click the Record button to start the
recording, then draw whatever you want.
When done, click the Stop square. When
you close the app, the recording will appear
on the PowerPoint slide.
To find out more about Office Mix,
including how to create closed captioning, see Microsoft’s web article “Deliver
compelling presentations using Office Mix SlideNotes and closed captioning.”

Link to page 1

