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Leveling Up
Earn CE certificates
via many of these free
and low-cost webinars,
courses, and seminars.
See altshift.education/
events, edWeb.net,
EduPaths.org, Kent
County ISDs PD
Hub, CECatalog, and
ADDitudemag.com for
additional instruction.
•

Engaging Early
Learners with
Augmented Reality,
Mon., Feb. 5 at 2 p.m.
EST on edWeb.net.
Cont. on page 2

Tips & tools for teaching literacy
using differentiated instruction
Teaching students of varying reading and
writing levels is a common scenario for many
teachers. Thankfully there are many free and lowcost tools to enable differentiated instruction, a
recognized best practice.
Differentiated instruction is an approach in
which educators plan for students’ differences, so
all students can best learn. Differentiated instruction
makes use of multimedia to give students
choices about how to achieve learning goals.
Dr. Monica Burns, a curriculum and educational
Dr. Monica Burns
technology consultant and founder of ClassTechTips.
com, gave an edWeb.net webinar on the topic, entitled Monica Burns: 10 Tips
to Differentiate for Readers. The webinar was sponsored by Voyager Sopris
Learning, which provides individualized learning software, such as Velocity for
K-5 reading. This article combines tips from the webinar with free resources
discussed elsewhere.
Please see Differentiated on page 7

Free tech tools for quizzes,
surveys, and assessment
Are quizzes fun? They could be. While a quiz doesn’t normally qualify as a
game, when you add music, a timer, and leaderboard, you have the format of
popular game shows! Check out these tools fun tools for assessing the peaks
and valleys of student knowledge .
Please see Quizzes on page 4
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Leveling Up, continued from page 1

About Special Ed Tech / Subscriptions
Special Ed Tech, specialedtech.net, is published
monthly from September through May by
the director of Aspiring Games Foundation,
aspiringgames.org.
To subscribe, go to specialedtech.net, scroll
to the subscription box on the bottom of the
page, insert your e-mail address, and click the
“Subscribe” button.
We welcome your questions and article
suggestions. Direct all queries and subscription
issues to editor Becky Palmer-Scott at
SpecialEdTechEditor@gmail.com.

•

The Incredible Times: A News & Media Literacy
Game from Common Sense Education, Mon.,
Feb. 5 at 4 p.m.EST on edWeb.net.

•

What’s the Problem? Creating a Supportive
Environment for Problem Solving in the Math
Classroom, Wed., Feb. 7 at 4 p.m. EST on
edWeb.net.

•

Autism and Mood Disorders: Assessment &
Intervention, Thurs., Feb. 8, at 3 p.m. EST on
edWeb.net.

•

Key Strategies to Making Access and Equity
a Reality for ELL Students, Mon., Feb. 12, at 3
p.m. EST on edWeb.net.

•

Fostering Confidence to Engage Students
in Learning, Tues., Feb. 13 at 3 p.m. EST on
edWeb.net.

•

•

Girl Rising: Inspiring Global Citizenship and
Local Engagement, Tues., Feb. 13, at 5 p.m.
EST on edWeb.net.

Flip Badge This! Teaching Students to Love
Databases, Wed., Feb. 21, at 5 p.m. EST on
edWeb.net.

•

•

Breathe In, Breathe Out: A Mindfulness Guide
for Teens with ADHD, Wed., Feb. 14, at 1 p.m.
EST on additudemag.com.

Visual Strategies for Individuals with Autism
that Promotes Success at School, at Home
and in the Community, Thurs., Feb. 22, at 3 p.m.
EST on edWeb.net.

•

Bari Koral Presents Yoga and Mindfulness
for Children, Thurs., Feb. 15, at 3 p.m. EST on
edWeb.net.

Alan November: Creating a New Culture of
Teaching and Learning, Thurs., Feb. 22, at 4
p.m. EST on edWeb.net.

•

Leveraging Educator-Researcher-Developer
Partnerships to Improve Student Learning,
Thurs., Wed. 15, at 5 p.m. EST on edWeb.net.

Implementing the NGSS for Middle School Life
Science, Mon., Feb. 26, at 4 p.m. EST on edWeb.
net.

•

Encouraging Physical Activity in
Preschoolers, Tues., Feb. 27, at 2 p.m. EST
on edWeb.net. Creating Curious Inquirers:
Harnessing Student Curiosity Toward Greater
Success, Tues., Feb. 27, at 4 p.m. EST on
edWeb.net.

•

•

•

The Teen Brain on ADHD: A Parent’s Guide to
Boosting Executive Functions and Building
Independence -- Together, Tues., Feb. 20, at 1
p.m. EST on additudemag.com.

•

Building a Foundation for Literacy and
Intervention Scaffolds for Lifelong Learning,
Tues., Feb. 20, at 3 p.m. EST on edWeb.net.

•

12 Keys to High-Quality Early Childhood
Inclusion, Wed., Feb. 28, at 3 p.m. EST on
edWeb.net.

•

Bringing  Hands-On Coding and STEAM into
Your District or Classroom, Tues., Feb. 20 at 4
p.m. EST on edWeb.net.

•

Fraction Challenges for Your Classroom and
Beyond, Wed., Feb. 28, at 4 p.m. EST on edWeb.
net.

•

Bring Computer Science to Life in Your
Elementary Classroom, Wed., Feb. 21, at 3 p.m.
EST on edWeb.net.

•

The Fundamentally Emotional Nature of
Learning, Wed., Feb. 28, at 5 p.m. EST on
edWeb.net.

Link to page 1
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Short videos for professional
development
Do you need a refresher on the difference between formative and summative
assessment? Or are there some ideas you would like to share with a coworker?
Check out the Teachings in Education videos available on YouTube. The videos
are about 5 to 7 minutes long and have engaging animation. Topics include
educational theories, practical classroom tips, and technology how-to’s.
Here are some topics:

•

Formative Assessments: Why, When & Top 5 Examples

•

Summative Assessments: Overview & Examples

•

Formative vs. Summative vs. Diagnostic Assessment

•

Blooms Taxonomy - Simplest explanation ever

•

KWL Chart: Teaching Strategy

•

Project Based Learning: Why,How, and Examples

•

Special Education: Background Knowledge

•

Google Docs 2018: Top 10 Tasks (Education)

Link to page 1
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Quizzes continued from page 1

Kahoot is popular in schools and offers many pre-made multiple-choice
quizzes on a wide variety of topics. You can create your own quizzes and
surveys as well. The quizzes are taken in real-time as a class. You start the quiz
on your computer and students answer each question together using their mobile
devices. By default, the questions are timed and are accompanied by music and
sound effects. If each student has their own device, you can use a “Player vs.
Player” mode, or a “Team vs. Team” mode for shared devices.. It is competitive
and shows a leaderboard between questions, so you may want students to log in
with pseudonyms. Answers are downloadable as an Excel spreadsheet or onto
Google drive.
Quizlet is a quiz tool that focuses on terms and definitions. It offers pre-made
study sets, or you can create your own. It’s useful for live play, and students can
also download study sets for viewing on their own.
Socrative offers more flexibility than Kahoot or Quizlet. You can create
quizzes other than multiple-choice and students can take the quiz in real-time or
on their own.
NOTE: Mastery Connect, the maker of Socrative, offers the Common Core,
State Core and NGSS Science standards as downloadable apps. Check out the
Apps link at the top of the Socrative website.
Poll Everywhere is a free web-based survey tool which allows for multiple
choice, word clouds, Q&A, ranking, open-ended, clickable images, and more.
You can share the quiz with your class in real-time or have them take the quiz on
their own. You can see student responses when they use the link you provide,
but students must create their own accounts for you to see their names.
TinyURL.com is not a quiz creator, but is useful for turning a long URLs into a
short and/or memorable one. This comes in handy if you have to share a URL for
a quiz or poll.
Make a Jeopardy, Rocket Review, or Who Wants To Be a Millionaire game for
your classroom at http://www.superteachertools.us/.
Nearpod is a lesson creation tool in which you can embed quizzes and other
interactive exercises. While you advance the lesson slides on your computer,
students see the lesson as well on their tablets, and can interact when prompted.
Nearpad is easy to use and provides places for text, images, audio, and videos.
Nearpod also offers many pre-made lessons which you can buy at low cost.

Link to page 1
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StaySafe.org/teens
If you have teenage students, look to this Online Teen Safety Guide for tips on
how to use the Internet safely. The anecdotes provided are memorable and
interesting, and could be useful to get buy-in from readers on why the advice is
important.
Topics covered include malware, viruses, and spyware; identity theft; scams
and online shopping; social media; stalkers and predators; bullying, and gaming
addiction.

freetech4teachers.com
This blog by Richard Byrne has many good ideas and recommendations for
software, technology and educational activities, as well as links to other useful
sites.

Link to page 1
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ABCmouse is a collection of learning games and activities for children ages
2-8, which has won a long list of educational learning awards. It’s Mastering Math
component won the Best Educational App Award Contest for 2018.
ABCmouse covers a wide array of topics: reading and writing; math;
science and health; social studies; art and music, and library, and offers videos,
games, and puzzles. Best of all, it’s free for teachers! So be sure to look for the
ABCmouse.com/teachers site.
ABCmouse assesses of student knowledge and tailors lessons according to
need. The videos have good production value and the lessons take the form of
fun real-world activities.

Link to page 1
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Differentiation continued from page 1

Gauging interest
When teaching reading, Burns recommended asking students what they
want to learn about. Seesaw is a great tool for gathering this information, as
well as for creating reports. With Seesaw, students can use mobile devices to
create a multimedia portfolio viewable by the teacher. Seesaw has built-in story
prompts for each grade level, such as “I Want to Learn About” and “Reflect on
a Quotation.” Here’s a link to a video about Seesaw which shows how teachers
use it.
To help students think about topics that interest them, it’s helpful to share
what you find interesting, as well as anecdotes about the interests of people you
know.

Reading buddies
Burns recommended letting students have reading buddies, to help them see
themselves as part of a community of learners. Students might self-select their
buddy, or you can group buddies based on shared interests or similar learning
need. When they meet, provide discussion prompts so the students will stay on
task. To keep them accountable, let them know that they will have to report back
on what they talked about.

High-interest materials
After students select the topic they would like to read about, give them
resources for research. Here are some sources for varied reading levels:
• ReadWorks.org offers reading material based on reading level (K-6), unit
type, and skill/strategy.
• CommonLit.org has a free collection of news articles, poems, short
stories, and historical documents for grades 5-12.
• Newsela provides news articles which you can filter by topic, grade level,
reading level, and language.
• Newseum.org’s EdTools page offers hundreds of articles and activities
that you can filter material by topic, grade/reading level, and much more.
• Lexile.com lists books based on Lexile level and topic of interest. You can
also enter a reader’s Lexile level to see a tailored vocabulary list. To get
copies of books, the site includes links to WorldCat, showing where the
books can be found in nearby libraries, as well as links to stores where
you can buy the book online.
• The “Who Was/What Was” series of biographies and nonfiction books,
written at about a 4th grade reading level, are highly interesting and
popular even with adult readers.
But if one picture is worth a thousand words, educational videos are priceless
for scaffolding.
WatchKnowLearn.org presents free educational videos organized by topic
and age. There are many other sites for educational videos as well -- check out
Please see Differentiation on next page
Link to page 1
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Differentiation, continued from previous page
this list on refseek.com.

Regular feedback
To help students excel at creating reports, give timely, regular, and precise
feedback as they go. Give each student one or more action items to work on. If
reading buddies will be giving each other feedback, provide a checklist of things
to note. Schedule a regular time to meet individually with each student.

Presentation choice

Check out the
Remind app for an
easy way to stay in
touch with students,
parents, and
guardians.

Let students choose the format for their presentations. There are many great
free and easy-to-use tools for this.
• Seesaw is a favorite multimedia journaling app, with built-in prompts for
report formats.
• Adobe Spark is great for making videos, slideshows and web pages.
It offers design themes, music, stock pictures, and the ability to add
narration.
• Padlet.com allows students to collaborate on presentations.
• Prezi.com has a great zoom in/out wow factor and is good for students
who have email accounts. Choose the Basic version for free access.
• Thinglink is useful for annotating images and videos.
• Toontastic is a free storytelling app for tablet which lets students record
their ideas and voices in a variety of 3D cartoon settings. Users can use
the touchscreen to animate figures while they give audio input.

Sharing and validation
Keep families abreast of what their children are doing and why, advised
Dr. Burns. Share the list of support materials and have open conversations
with families. Check out the Remind app for an easy way to stay in touch with
students, parents, and guardians, without having to share emails or phone
numbers.
Lastly, validate and celebrate what the students are doing and have done!
Blog about the event or consider asking a parent to blog about it and share it with
other parents. Blogger.com is one of many free and easy-to-use blogging tools.

Link to page 1

