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Leveling Up
Earn CE certificates via
many of these free and
low-cost webinars,
courses, and seminars.
All webinars are recorded
and can be seen at a
later date. See altshift.
education/events, edWeb.
net, EduPaths.org,
Kent County ISDs PD
Hub, CECatalog, and
ADDitudemag.com for
additional instruction.
•

Using StudentCentered Scheduling
to Address Equity,
Tues., Oct. 2, at 3 p.m.
EDT on edWeb.net.

•

Through a
Child’sCont.
Eyes:on page 2

Free resources to address and
prevent cyberbullying

October is National Cyberbullying Prevention
Month, but it’s a problem that must be addressed
persistently at all times of the year. Studies show
that over 70 percent of students have witnessed
cyberbullying of some kind. It happens in all online
platforms, whether social media, text messages,
instant messages in apps, or email, and since online
data never dies, it can never really be erased and
can ruin the lives of the bullied as well those who
bully.
Evam Abramson
Evan Abramson, director of technology
at Millburn Township Public Schools in New Jersey, gave an edWeb.
net seminar entitled “Developing a Cyberbullying Prevention Program” in
September 2018. He talked about the types of cyberbullying, what his district
Please see Cyberbullying on page 8

Free tools for state-aligned
online assessment and analysis

Shannon Holden

What would you say to a free tool that gives you
access to thousands of state-aligned online questions
for grades K-12 in math, language arts, social studies
and science, and which can automatically grade the
answers and graph the results?
Take a look at Edulastic.com or Edcite.com. Both
websites are free to use and popular with teachers,
many of whom contribute their own questions to the
sites for other teachers’ use.
Edulastic.com was discussed by edtech expert
Shannon Holden in an edWeb.net Techtools webinar
in August 2018. Holden, long-time assistant principal
Please see Assesssment on page 7
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How Classroom Design Inspires Children’s
Learning and Wonder, Wed., Oct. 3 at 2 p.m.
EDT on edWeb.net
•

Developing Assessment-Capable Learners,
Wed., Oct. 3, at 3 p.m. EDT on edWeb.net.

•

IEP or a 504 Plan: Which is Best for Your
Child?, Tues. Oct. 9, at 1 p.m. EDT on
Additudemag.com.

•

Sharing Child Assessment Results with
Parents, Tues. Oct. 9, at 2 p.m. EDT on edWeb.
net.

•

School Safety: It’s Not Just About Active
Shooters, Tues., Oct. 9, at 3 p.m. EDT on edWeb.
net.

•

Charting Your Intervention Course: The Art
and Science of  Goal Setting, Wed., Oct. 10 at 3
p.m. EDT on edWeb.net.

•

Making All Subjects Accessible to Dyslexic
Students, Wed., Oct. 10, at 5 p.m. EDT on
edWeb.net.

•

Special Ed Tech, specialedtech.net, is published
monthly from September through May by
the director of Aspiring Games Foundation,
aspiringgames.org.
To subscribe, go to specialedtech.net, scroll
to the subscription box on the bottom of the
page, insert your e-mail address, and click the
“Subscribe” button.
We welcome your questions and article
suggestions. Direct all queries and subscription
issues to editor Becky Palmer-Scott at
SpecialEdTechEditor@gmail.com.

(PTR), Tues., Oct. 23 at 3 p.m. EST on edWeb.
net.
•

Revolutionary Learning: Interactive History
Games for All Secondary Social Studies
Students, Wed., Oct. 24 at 4 p.m. EST on
edWeb.net.

•

Transforming Learning with Chrome, Wed.,
Oct. 24 at 5 p.m. EST on edWeb.net.

Ideas for Jump-Starting Digital Citizenship at  
Your School, Thurs., Oct. 11 at 4 p.m. EDT on
edWeb.net.

•

Meeting the Needs of Students with ASD
Within the Mainstream Classroom, Thurs., Oct.
25 at 1 p.m. EST on edWeb.net.

•

Fight Fake News: Media Literacy for Students,
Mon., Oct. 15, at 4 p.m. EDT on edWeb.net.

•

•

Girls and Women with ADHD: Unique Risks,
Crippling Stigma, Tues. Oct. 16, at 1 p.m. EDT
on Additudemag.com.

Supporting Dyslexic Readers: Go From “I
Can’t” to “I CAN”, Thurs., Oct. 25 at 4 p.m. EST
on edWeb.net.

•

Mastering Multiplication: Using Visual Models
to Promote Deep Learning, Tues., Oct. 16, at 4
p.m. EDT on edWeb.net.

Unlocking the Mystery of Developmental
Spelling, Thurs., Oct. 25 at 5 p.m. EST on
edWeb.net.

•

Help Students Explore Data: Free Tools for
Building Data Fluency, Mon., Oct. 22, at 3 p.m.
EDT on edWeb.net.

Messy Science: Using Art to Promote
Scientific Reasoning, Mon., Oct. 29 at 5 p.m.
EST on edWeb.net.

•

•

Student Motivation: Less Stick, More Carrot,
Mon., Oct. 22 at 5 p.m. EST on edWeb.net.

10 Apps Every Teacher Needs NOW!, Tues.,
Oct. 30 at 5 p.m. EST on edWeb.net.

•

•

Is It ADHD, Autism, or Both? A Parent’s Guide
to Social and Emotional Health, Tues. Oct. 23,
at 1 p.m. EDT on Additudemag.com.

From Shame and Stigma to Pride and Truth:
It’s Time to Celebrate ADHD Differences, Wed.
Oct. 31, at 1 p.m. EDT on Additudemag.com.

•

Creative, Arts-Based STEM Learning in Early
Childhood, Thurs., Nov. 1 at 2 p.m. EDT on
edWeb.net.

•

•

•

Resolving Tough Individual Student Behavior
Challenges with Prevent-Teach-Reinforce

Link to page 1
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Free lesson plan strategies
and resources for ELLs
Christie Lillard, an ESL teacher in New York City, presented some helpful
lesson plan strategies and resources in September 2018 in an edWeb.net
webinar entitled “Strategies for Lesson Planning and Instruction for English
Language Learners.” The webinar was sponsored by Squiggle Park and hosted
by edWeb.net’s “Helping ELL/ESL Students Succeed” community. Lillard’s slides,
which include handouts, can be viewed here.
Explicit phonics instruction is a must, said Lillard. She suggested using
interactive activities and games to help students. Here are some suggestions:
• Squiggle Park phonics games for grades K-3
• Dreamscape, a free multiplayer game for 3-6 graders made by the
makers of Squiggle Park -- it’s a free pilot but requires sign-up by October
8. Write to Dereka@squigglepark.com for details
Not mentioned by Lillard but also good resources are:
• Phonics games at Education.com. at https://www.education.com/games/
phonological-awareness/
• Phonics games at ABCmouse.com, which are free for teachers
When first meeting a student, Lillard advised informally assessing a student’s
vocabulary...for example, showing a “D is for dog” picture, then asking the
student to point to a dog in another picture.
Lillard said predictability in the classroom is important. If the student can’t
speak English, but can predict how the day will go, that’s a great help to the
student. Routines of place, such as having reading in a circle on the floor, and
math in small groups at a table, also help students decipher what is going on.
Classroom charts with visuals are important, said Lillard. She provided free
downloadable examples in her presentation, which include:
• A calendar showing the days of
the week as well as the season
and the weather for the day
• Photos showing classroom
activities and their times
• A feelings chart with emojis or
photos or students showing
feelings

Link to page 1
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ESL/ELL from previous page
•
•

•
•

Visuals of common classroom objects, with words
Hand signals for classroom communication
• Visuals of common needs and requests,
with words, that students can point to in
order to communicate
• A personal word sheet with visuals that the
student can keep at all times, and add to as
needed.
Lillard stressed the importance of helping
the students communicate their feelings
and travel stories. Her presentation included
story starters with visuals, for the child to
communicate likes and dislikes, where they
traveled from, and who is in their family.
Lillard also suggested materials with few
words, such as:
Picture books with engaging stories, such as “Anno’s Journey,” Here’s
a list of other wordless pictures books: http://gandt.jordandistrict.org/
files/2012/02/hots21.pdf
Films with few or no words, such as “The Present,” https://vimeo.
com/152985022.

She also recommended:
• Bilingual books such as From North to South // Del Norte el Sur
• Graphic novels such as American Born Chinese
• Picture dictionaries such as the Oxford Picture Dictionary, which also
comes in a bilingual/Spanish version
One last important note is that it is a good thing to support use of the native
language at home, because studies show that having a strong command of one
language helps students learn other languages. You can support this by sending
home bilingual notes for the parents, and also by occasionally using the student’s
native language.
A translation app that can help is Google Translate. Here is a blog which
describes how to use it and provides access: https://www.labnol.org/internet/
google-translate-for-spreadsheets/10086/.

Link to page 1
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Value-added Chrome extensions

InsertLearning InsertLearning
Kami

Insert Learning is a Chrome extension, which allows educators to embed
questions and discussions directly into websites for students to review and
respond to. You can use it to easily scaffold text with questions and media that
help all of your students be more successful learners.

Kami
Kami is a Chrome extension which lets you annotate, mark up, and collaborate
on your PDF, document, and image files with text, audio, or video. It integrates
with Google Drive, Google Classroom, Schoplogy and Canvas.

Link to page 1
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Dreamscape free pilot program
Squiggle Park, which makes a well-respected literacy game for early
learners, is introducing an online multiplayer literacy game for grades 3-6 called
Dreamscape. The game involves building things, collecting items, exploring,
and problem solving. Squiggle Park is inviting participation in a free pilot
program from October to December 2018. Applications are accepted here until
October 8. There must be at least three teachers participating in the school and
administrative buy-in is requested.
Dreamscape combines the strategy and engagement of popular basebuilding games with imaginative reading passages and interactive questions to
create a fun literacy game.
Players of Dreamscape are dropped into the realm of dreams and are tasked
with defending their “dwell” (the place where their own dreams live and are
created) from invading “reveries” (dream creatures). In order to collect resources
and build new structures to defend their dwell, students must read passages and
answer comprehension questions. The goal of the game is to build your dwell to
higher and higher levels, create new reveries of your own, and collect shards to
climb up the leaderboard and face-off against other players.

Link to page 1
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Assessment continued from page 1

Edulastic is fully
customizable, runs
on any device, and
can be used with
Google Classroom.

at Republic Middle School in Republic, Missouri, frequently holds webinars on
free tech tools and is an excellent source of ideas about resources.
Edulastic is fully customizable, runs seamlessly on any device, provides
immediate feedback to teacher and student, and can be synced with Google
Classroom.
It also lets you use assessments made by other teachers asigned with your
subject’s standards. You can browse question banks based on the subject, grade
level, and standards you choose.
To get started in Edulastic, go to http://edulastic.com and fill out three fields
-- your school, subject, and grade. You can then easily create a class. Students
needn’t have emails to log in...Edulastic generates usernames and passwords for
each student, which you can edit.
Edulastic and Edcite both graph the assessment results, so you can see,
for each question how the students individually and also how the class did as a
whole.

You can control whether or not students receive immediate feedback.
Students can retake assessments and teachers can personalize feedback to
individual students. Answers are saved every few seconds in case connectivity is
interrupted.
In addition, you can give questions formatted to your state’s test, such as
SBAC, PARCC, etc., and tests can be modified to give students extra time. The
browser can also be locked down so students cannot exit the program to look for
answers.
For more information, see the webinar here or join edWeb.net’s Tech Tools
for the Classroom community. You can also follow Holden at @NewTeacherHelp
on Twitter.

Link to page 1

Special Ed Tech, October 2018

Page 8

Cyberbullying continued from page 1

Students are less
likely to bully when
they know they are
not anonymous
and that there are
state laws against
bullying.

is doing to stop it, and some resources to help educate students, parents, and
staff.
Abramson mentioned three types of bullying:
• Verbal -- saying or writing mean thing, such teasing, in appropriate
sexual comments, taunting, and threatening to cause harm
• Social -- hurting someone’s reputation or relationships, such as leaving
someone out on purpose, telling other children not to be friends with
someone, spreading rumors about someone, or embarrassing someone
in public, and
• Physical -- hurting a person’s body or possessions, such as hitting/
kicking/pinching, spitting, and tripping/pushing. Physical bullying often
comes as the result of other bullying or online arguments.
Students are less likely to bully when they know that they are not anonymous
and that there are state laws against cyberbullying. You can see the cyberbullying
laws for your state at https://www.stopbullyingnow.gov/laws/.
There are also tools for monitoring student behavior, such as provided
by Gaggle, which can monitor all student email, Google doc accounts, chat
accounts, and even drafts. Lightspeed has a web filter that shows Internet
activity, as does GoGuardian.
Most important is to educate students, parents, and even staff. Abramson
designed an entire program for the district, which he outlined in his presentation.
He also listed some educational resources, which include:
• Learning.com. They have a free cyberbullying prevention toolkit available
for download, as well as a variety of other educational resources
• Nearpod.com has free lessons on cyberbulling, as well as digital
citizenship lessons which Abramson said were not free but were well
worth the money
• CommonsenseMedia.org offers a variety of online and offline resources
educational resources about cyberbullying and digital citizenship
• stompoutbullying.org
• cyberbullying.org
• stopbullying.gov
Abramson also suggested having staff read “The Fire Within” by Mandy
Froelich, which in part talks about the trauma caused by bullying.
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