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Unsurprisingly, studies confirm that the better 
kids are at reading, the better they do in school, 
since reading encourages vocabulary growth. What 
is less well known is that reading 15 minutes a 
day has been shown 
to be the tipping point 
between kids who 
perform well in school 
and those who don’t. 
Unfortunately, 49 

percent of students in the 
United States don’t do 15 minutes of reading a day. 
And kids should do more in-depth reading, at the 
highest lexile level they can handle. So what to do?

This and more was discussed in an edWeb.
net webinar entitled “What Kids Are Reading (and Not Reading) in 2019: 
New Insights for Education Leaders” presented by Gene Kerns, Ed.D., chief 
academic officer at Renaissance.com and Allistair Van Moere, Ph.D., chief 
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Earn CE certificates via 
many of these free and 
low-cost webinars, 
courses, and seminars. 
All webinars are recorded 
and can be seen at a 
later date. See altshift.
education/events, edWeb.
net, EduPaths.org, 
Kent County ISDs PD 
Hub, CECatalog, and  
ADDitudemag.com for 
additional instruction. 
•	 The	Exercise	Rx	

for	ADHD:	How	
Movement	Improves	
Attention,	Working	
Memory,	and	
Executive	Functions, 
Wed., Feb. 6, at 2 p.m. 

Leveling Up
Gene Kerns, Ed.D

MCEC Conference March 6-8 

Convincing students to read 
more often and in depth

Katie, a student with Down’s syndrome, was having a difficult time in 
class. She had trouble speaking and being understood, which led to her 
frustration and tantrums. To solve the problem, the teacher incorporated 
basic sign language in class. Not only did this enable Katie to make her 
wants known, it improved classroom management as a whole, as students 
became more attentive to instructions and learned to deal with each other 

in a more peaceful manner.

Alistair Van Moere, Ph.D

Register now for the 79th annual Michigan Council for Exceptional Children 
conference, held March 6-8, 2019 in the Amway Grand Plaza, 187 Monroe Ave 

NW in Grand Rapids, Mich. 
The conference will present national 

speakers, over 120 breakout sessions, 
more than 30 exhibitors and networking 
opportunities. Attendance is from $140 for one 
day to $395 for all three days.

Find out more at michigancec.org.

https://home.edweb.net/webinar/ela20190207/
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/ela20190207/
http://www.instantpresenter.com/AccountManager/RegEv.aspx?PIID=ED58D8898448
https://www.altshift.education/events
https://www.altshift.education/events
http://home.edweb.net/upcoming-webinars/
http://home.edweb.net/upcoming-webinars/
https://www.edupaths.org/
https://reg.abcsignup.com/view/view_month.aspx?as=1&wp=4&aid=KISD
https://reg.abcsignup.com/view/view_month.aspx?as=1&wp=4&aid=KISD
http://www.pubs.cec.sped.org/category/webinars/
http://www.additudemag.com/webinars/
http://www.michigancec.org/home
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About Special Ed Tech / Subscriptions
Special Ed Tech, specialedtech.net, is published 
monthly from September through May by 
the director of Aspiring Games Foundation, 
aspiringgames.org.
To subscribe, go to specialedtech.net, scroll 
to the subscription box on the bottom of the 
page, insert your e-mail address, and click the 
“Subscribe” button. 
We welcome your questions and article 
suggestions. Direct all queries and subscription 
issues to editor Becky Palmer-Scott at 
SpecialEdTechEditor@gmail.com.

Leveling Up, continued from page 1

EST on ADDitudemag.com.
•	 What	Kids	Are	Reading	(and	Not	Reading)	in	

2019:	New	Insights	for	Education	Leaders,	
Thurs., Feb. 7 at 4 p.m. EST on edWeb.net ,

•	 Online	Assessment:	An	Evolving	Landscape	
and	New	Opportunities, Mon., Feb. 11, at 5 p.m. 
EST on edWeb.net.

•	 How	to	Find	Your	Path	After	High	School, 
Tues., Feb. 12, at 1 p.m. EST on ADDitudemag.
com.

•	 Transform	Learning:	Track	Results	for	
Chromebooks,	Google	Suite,	and	Every	
Application, Tues., Feb. 12, at 3 p.m. EST on 
edWeb.net. 

•	 5	Practical	Steps	to	Scaffold	Lessons	for	
English	Learners, Wed., Feb. 13, at 3 p.m. EST 
on edWeb.net. 

•	 Learning	About	Robotics:	Examples	and	
Discussions	for	K-8	and	Beyond, Thurs., Feb. 
14, at 5 p.m. EST on edWeb.net.

•	 Including	Students	on	the	Spectrum:	5	
Powerful	Strategies, Tues. Feb. 19, at 3 p.m. 
EST on edWeb.net.

•	 Level	Up!	Integrating	Games	and	Gamification, 
Tues. Jan. 19, at 5 p.m. EST on edWeb.net.

• Fractions in the Real World: Sharing and Scaling, 
Wed., Feb. 20, at 1 p.m. EST on edWeb.net.

•	 STEM	for	Little	Sprouts, Tues. Jan. 22, at 6 p.m. 
EST on edWeb.net. 

•	 Leading	Transformation	Learning	Through	
Making,	Wed.,	Jan. 23 at 5 p.m. EST on edWeb.
net.

•	 Preparing	Students	with	the	Technology	Skills	
They	Need	for	High	School, Thurs., Jan. 24 at 4 
p.m. EST on edWeb.net.

•	 Make	Learning	Visible	in	Your	Classroom, 
Thurs., Jan. 24 at 5 p.m. EST on edWeb.net.

•	 Accelerate	Learning	for	the		Unique	Needs	
of	Your	ELLs!, Wed., Feb. 20, at 5 p.m. EST on 
edWeb.net.

•	 Navigating	the	Digital	Shift:	Leveraging	Quality	
Instructional	Materials	for	Learning, Thurs., 

Feb. 21, at 1 p.m. EST on edWeb.net.
•	 Autism	and	Anxiety:	Assessment	and	

Intervention, Thurs., Feb. 21, at 3 p.m. EST on 
edWeb.net.

•	 Cultivating	Kindness:	A	Foundation	for	Digital	
Citizenship, Thurs., Feb. 21, at 4 p.m. EST on 
edWeb.net.

•	 The	ADHD-Depression	Connection	in	Adults, 
Tues., Feb. 26, at 1 p.m. EST on ADDitudemag.
com.

•	 Moving	to	Blended	Learning	in	Grades	K-8, 
Tues., Feb. 26, at 4 p.m. EST on edWeb.net. 

•	 Help	Students	Use	Video	to	Demonstrate	
Learning	with	Powtoon	and	Bitable, Tues., Feb. 
26, at 5 p.m. EST on edWeb.net.

•	 Summer	Program	Planning	Tools	You	Can	Use	
Now,	a webinar series starting 1 p.m. Wed., Feb. 
27 at summerlearning.org. Register now.

•	 Social-Emotional	Learning	in	the	Library, 
Wed., Feb. 27, at 5 p.m. EST on edWeb.net.

•	 Four	Lies	the	System	Teaches	School	Leaders	
About	Struggling	Readers, Thurs., Feb. 28, at 2 
p.m. EST on edWeb.net.

•	 Scholarships	for	Student	Travel, Thurs., Feb. 
28, at 4 p.m. EST on edWeb.net. 

•	 Leading	Transformation:	Personalize	How	
Your	School	Learns, Thurs., Jan. 31, at 4 p.m. 
EST on edWeb.net.

http://specialedtech.net
http://www.aspiringgames.org
http://specialedtech.net
mailto:aspiringgames%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.additudemag.com/webinar/exercise-adhd-executive-functions/
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/ela20190207/
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/supers20190211/
https://www.additudemag.com/webinar/alternatives-to-college-teens-with-adhd/
https://www.additudemag.com/webinar/alternatives-to-college-teens-with-adhd/
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/leadersplc20190212/
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/ell20190213/
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/code20190214/
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/inclusiveeducation20190219/
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/tech4teachered20190219/
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/mathlearners20190220/
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/earlychildhood20190122/
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/emergingtech20190123/
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/emergingtech20190123/
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/digitalworld20190124/
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/techtools20190124/
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/differentiate20190220/
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/digitalcontent20190221/
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/autism20190221/
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/commonsense20190221/
https://www.additudemag.com/webinar/adhd-and-depression-in-adults/
https://www.additudemag.com/webinar/adhd-and-depression-in-adults/
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/research20190226/
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/techtools20190226/
https://www.summerlearning.org/webinars/
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/emergingtech20190227/
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/readers20190228/
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/travel20190228/
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/ignite20180131/
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See FirstBook.org for free and  
low-cost books, apps, and more

First Book is a nonprofit social enterprise committed to elevating educational 
opportunities for children in need. With corporate partners such as Disney and 
Understood.org, Firstbook.org offers many items for free or at deeply discounted 
prices, at around 50% or more. It has a wide selection of books (in Spanish as 
well as English), educational supplies and downloadable activities, and even 
basic needs such as clothing and personal hygiene products. It is a useful 
resource for all teachers and especially for those with ELL needs. Check out the 
website at FirstBook.org. Some highlights:

Free reading guides
Firstbook.org partnered with leading organizations to develop free 

downloadable reading guides to accompany popular books such as Goodnight 
Moon, The Snowy Day, My Friend Maggie, Finding the Music, and many more.  
See https://www.fbmarketplace.org/book-and-free-resource-collections/  

Special Needs 
First Book selected a group of books from our Latinx Characters & Cultures 

section and created accompanying tip sheets that promote social and emotional 
learning and growth.

While these resources were originally created to support those working with 
kids with special needs – for whom social and emotional challenges may be 
particularly tough – these tip sheets contain information and resources that are 
useful to all educators invested in helping their students foster positive social and 
emotional development.

See https://www.fbmarketplace.org/resources-to-support-social-and-
emotional-learning/  

Speakaboos (for 
reading ages 2-6)

Speakaboos, which 
is free to First Book 
members, is a subscription 
to a digital storytelling 
platform that motivates 
children to read, explore, 
and discover stories 
they love based on their 
interests. It’s available for 

Please see First Books on next page

http://FirstBook.org
https://www.fbmarketplace.org/book-and-free-resource-collections/
https://www.fbmarketplace.org/resources-to-support-social-and-emotional-learning/ 
https://www.fbmarketplace.org/resources-to-support-social-and-emotional-learning/ 
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iOS and Android. See https://www.fbmarketplace.org/speakaboos-subscription-
free-for-teachers. 

Open eBooks
Open eBooks app gives kids from low-income families access to a digital 

library of thousands of popular and award-winning children’s and YA eBooks for 
free. 

The free app allows kids of all ages and their caregivers to instantly download 
up to 10 eBooks at a time to their mobile digital devices. Each eBook will be 
available for 56 days before it must be renewed. Students and their families can 
choose eBooks based on the topics that get them excited about reading and 
learning, and search for eBooks by title or author.

The Open eBooks app is intended for children to use at home for pleasure 
reading (independently or with their families), but it can also be used in your 
school, library or program. Each student will need one code and PIN combination 
to use on his or her family’s device at home. If you wish to use the Open eBooks 
app in your program or classroom on a shared device, we recommend that you 
still assign one code and PIN combination per child.

See https://www.fbmarketplace.org/openebooks/ 

Wow in the World Educator Membership
A companion to the critically acclaimed NPR podcast, Wow in the World, 

(available for listen at https://www.npr.org/podcasts/510321/wow-in-the-world) 
this membership platform invites curious kids and their grown-ups to extend the 
learning found in each episode with activities including lessons, conversation 
starters, experiments, crafts, recipes, and more.

See https://www.fbmarketplace.org/wow-educator-membership.

Levar Burton Kids Skybrary School
Skybrary School® is a carefully curated, ever expanding interactive library 

of digital books and video explorations designed to engage young readers and 
foster a lifelong love of learning. It offers hundreds of books, video field trips and 
educator-created lesson plans.

The 2-year subscription, which covers 70 users, is not free, but at $89.50 is 
75 percent off the regular price..

See https://www.fbmarketplace.org/levar-burton-kids-skybrary-classroom-
subscription-70-logins 

Continued from previous page

https://www.fbmarketplace.org/speakaboos-subscription-free-for-teachers
https://www.fbmarketplace.org/speakaboos-subscription-free-for-teachers
https://www.fbmarketplace.org/openebooks/ 
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/510321/wow-in-the-world
https://www.fbmarketplace.org/wow-educator-membership
https://www.fbmarketplace.org/levar-burton-kids-skybrary-classroom-subscription-70-logins
https://www.fbmarketplace.org/levar-burton-kids-skybrary-classroom-subscription-70-logins
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Reading Machine & Root Words
Here are a couple of apps that help with reading -- one which shows how 

words sound and another which helps decode their meaning.

Reading	Machine	is a free app for iOS which sounds 
out words for struggling readers. For example, the world 
“night” is separated phonically into “n” “igh” and “t”. Although 
it will sound out any word entered, the phonic separation 
feature is available for the basic words.  

Root	Words, a free dictionary app available for 
Android, helps you in learning English root words 
to improve your vocabulary. Root Words has all the 
important Latin and Greek root words along with 
explanations and examples. The app also lets you quiz 
your knowledge of root words using multiple choice 
tests.  

tidbITs
Reading  
Machine

Root Words

http://www.sharpcuriosity.com/readingMachine.htm
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.praveenj.root&hl=en_US
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Reading comprehension games
Have your students try these fun little games to help with reading comprehension. 
All are free on a web browser. Also check out “Reading comprehension games 
for ages 7 and up” published earlier on specialedtech.net, especially:Trapped!: 
Deduction which is a humorous and fun.

Professor Garfield Reading Ring
Put comic strip panels about Garfield the cat in the right order, then answer 
questions about the content. Check it out here.

The Professor 
Garfield site also 
offers many other 
reading games, 
activities and 
stories.

FunEnglishGames.com 
FunEnglishGames.com offers several activities which require students to think 
about what they have read 
and make judgments.

Play
Worthy
Professor  
Garfield 
Reading Ring

FunEnglish-
Games.com

http://specialedtech.net/2016/04/04/reading-comprehension-games-ages-7/
http://specialedtech.net/2016/04/04/reading-comprehension-games-ages-7/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Flash.aspx?e=reading01
http://www.professorgarfield.org/pgf_readingring.html
http://funenglishgames.com
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Tools for students with dyslexia
If you have students struggling with dyslexia, check out the Dyslexia Help 
website (http://dyslexiahelp.umich.edu) published by the University of Michigan.

The Tools tab lists a wide variety of resources, such as apps for dyslexia and 
learning disabilities, book scanning services, fun and games for dyslexics, and 
much more, most of them for free.

http://dyslexiahelp.umich.edu/tools
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Sexuality continued from page 1

product officer at MetaMetrics.com. 
Kerns and Van Moere recommended several strategies to encourage 

reading.

Schedule daily time for reading
Help your students get 15 minutes of reading each day, at each grade level. 

This should be time actually dedicated to reading, not going to and from the 
library or socializing.

Provide access to a wide variety of texts
Kerns and Van Moere especially recommended 1) books that are widely read, 

2) nonfiction material, and 3) audio books. 
To show which books are read most often, Renaissance publishes an annual 

study of K-12 reading habits. The 2019 version, which lists the top 20 books and 
top 10 digital reads for each grade, can be found at this link: https://p.widencdn.
net/3o2z1p/R41012-Renaissance-What-Kids-Are-Reading  , 

Non-fiction reading is important because it gives background knowledge 
which enhances other reading. For example, if you know who Hercules is, you 
can understand what “Herculean task” means. To find out what topics should 
know about for each grade, see coreknowledge..org, which also offers free 
resources. The Renaissance study recommends 10 nonfiction books for each 
grade. In addition, teachers attending the webinar recommended the “Who Was” 
series for upper elementary students and high interest remedial reading, and the 
“All About” series for middle school students, though these are harder to find.

Audio books which display text as it is spoken are especially helpful for early 
and struggling readers and ELL students, because the reader can hear the word 
while reading it. Nonvisual audio books have value too. An excerpt of a well-
written book at a higher lexile level could entice students to read more on their 
own. For this reason, Kerns encouraged teachers to read aloud to their students, 
even in high school. 

Set expectations
Students tend to gravitate toward books with lower reading levels, so as you 

can, steer them toward higher lexile-level books, gradually if need be. If you 
need to get buy-in, an upcoming study can help. It lists the lexile level needed 
for various professions and the average salary for each. Look for it on lexile.com 
starting in April 2019.

Inspect what you expect
Once the students are sitting down with their books, do some walk-bys to 

make sure they are actually reading. 

To find out more, follow Gene Kerns at @RenLearnUS and Alistair Van Moere 
at @MetaMetrics_Inc. You can email them at gene.kerns@renaissance.com and 
avanmoere@lexile.com. 

An upcoming study 
on lexile.com lists 

the lexile level 
needed for various 
professions and the 
average salary for 

each.

https://p.widencdn.net/3o2z1p/R41012-Renaissance-What-Kids-Are-Reading
https://p.widencdn.net/3o2z1p/R41012-Renaissance-What-Kids-Are-Reading
http://coreknowledge..org
http://www.whowasbookseries.com/who-was/
http://www.valerieslivinglibrary.com/allabout.htm
https://lexile.com/
mailto:gene.kerns%40renaissance.com?subject=
mailto:avanmoere%40lexile.com?subject=

