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by Kindy Segovia, OTR
Assistive Technology Coordinator, Kent Intermediate
School District
Creating a classroom or program website used to be
difficult, time-consuming and required some tech-savvy
skills. Well, times have changed and new tools allow
anyone to build and host a website - even you!
You might be asking, “why do I need a website?”
Kindy Segovia
There are many reasons every teacher or service
provider in education should maintain one:
Foster collaboration with co-teachers in general education, ancillary
staff, classroom paraprofessionals, and others
Provide 24/7 access to content, resources, assignments for students
Reach those students who may have been absent
Provide access to differentiated materials for your diverse learners
Engage students with digital access and tools
Increase communication with parents
Keep yourself organized and save time (yes, believe it or not!)
Please see Website on page 9

Getting students outdoors to learn:
GPS Treasurehunt

by David A. Brigham
Retired teacher, Lansing School District
Editor’s Note: For a review of the best geocaching apps, see The 6 Best
Geocaching Apps on Lifewire.com. The author uses the eTrex 10 GPS unit for
geocaching.
Teachers face many legislative demands that require adherence and
reduce flexibility to do what they KNOW is best for their students. The
Please see GPS on page 7
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Leveling Up, continued from page 1

•

Creating Language Success for Your District,
Thurs., May 23 at 3 p.m. EDT on edWeb.net.

com.
•

Push Past It! A Positive Approach to
Challenging Behavior, Wed., May 1 at 2 p.m.
EDT on edWeb.net.

•

Using Robots and Computer Science as a Tool
for English and ASL Literacy Development,
Thurs., May 23 at 5 p.m. EDT on edWeb.net.

•

Communicating with Students: Reaching a
Forgotten Audience, Wed., May 8, at noon EDT
on edWeb.net.

•

Lower Student Stress, Higher Student
Outcomes for Struggling Readers, Tues., May
28, at 1 p.m. EDT on edWeb.net.

•

Release Your Inner Connected Educator!,
Wed., May 8 at 2 p.m. EDT on edWeb.net

•

•

Principles to Action: Evidence-Based
Strategies to Engage Students in Productive
Struggle, Thurs., May 9, at 3 p.m. EDT on
edWeb.net.

Development Through the Eyes of an ELL
Child, Tues., May 28, at 5 p.m. EDT on edWeb.
net.

•

Essential Early Literacy Skills: What’s
Missing?, Wed., May 29, at 4 p.m. EDT on
edWeb.net.

•

Use Google Tools to Make Any Curriculum
Collaborative and Dynamic, Mon., May 13, at 3
p.m. EDT on edWeb.net.

•

Engaging Young Readers: Practical Tools
and Strategies, Mon., June 3, at 4 p.m. EDT on
edWeb.net.

•

SEL and Trauma-Sensitive Schools, Tues., May
14, at 3 p.m. EDT on edWeb.net.

•

•

Closing the Gap: Digital Equity Strategies for
Educators, Tues., May 14, at 4 p.m. EDT on
edWeb.net.

Edtech Usage Data: Key to Planning Efficacy
Research, Wed., June 5, at 3 p.m. EDT on
edWeb.net.

•

•

Change the Way You Approach Accessibility,
Thurs., May 16, at 1 p.m. EDT on edWeb.net.

Navigating the Digital Shift: Equitable
Learning Opportunities for All Learners, Wed.,
June 5, at 4 p.m. EDT on edWeb.net.

•

•

Innovative Technology for Students on the
Autism Spectrum, Thurs., May 15, at 3 p.m. EDT
on edWeb.net.

5  Evidence-Based Literacy Strategies for
English Learners, Thurs., June 6, at 4 p.m. EDT
on edWeb.net.

•

Maximizing Literacy Acceleration in K-12
Schools, Thurs. May 16, at 4 p.m. EDT on
edWeb.net.

Closing the Homework Gap; Digital Equity for
All Students, Mon., June 10, at 5 p.m. EDT on
edWeb.net.

•

The Case for Fear: Teaching Kids to Play
Outside of Their Comfort Zones, Tues., June
11, at 1 p.m. EDT on edWeb.net.

•

Achieve Transformative Results by Teaching
Academic Language, Tues., June 11, at 4 p.m.
EDT on edWeb.net.

•

•

Edtech and Schools: How to Create
Successful Partnerships to Reach All
Learners, Tues., May 21, at 4 p.m. EDT on
edWeb.net.

•

Students’ Use of Google Docs: Managing
Inappropriate Communications, Tues., May 21,
at 5 p.m. EDT on edWeb.net.

•

•

Catalyzing Change Through Zones of
Innovation, Wed. May 22, at 2 p.m. EDT on
edWeb.net.

Using Reinforcement in the Autism
Classroom, Thurs., June 27, at 1 p.m. EDT on
edWeb.net.

•

Our  Young ELLs: Basics of Language
Acquisition and Strategies for Instruction,
Thurs., June 27, at 5 p.m. EDT on edWeb.net.

•

Enabling Greater Collaboration and Learning
for Your Entire School with Teams, Wed., May
22 at 4 p.m. EDT on edWeb.net.
Link to page 1
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Using Google Maps for caseload
management

by Kindy Segovia, OTR
Assistive Technology Coordinator, Kent Intermediate School District
Many of us use Google’s suite of tools for our
email,calendar, word processing, presentations, and other
day-to-day tasks. However, there are features that often go
unnoticed and unused. One of these applications, Google
Maps, can provide valuable support for tracking your own
caseload and workload or for groups of district itinerant
special education staff.
Google Maps, when paired with data from Google
Kindy Segovia
Sheets, provides a depth of functionality and is highly
customizable. To leverage the features, let’s start with
Google Sheets.
From Google Drive, click “+ New” and create a Google Sheet for your
caseload including student name, service minutes, school, address, and any
additional relevant information. To embed multiple caseloads into the same
Google Map, add tabs (or additional sheets) at the bottom for each service

Please see Maps on next page
Link to page 1
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Maps, continued from previous page
provider.
Next open Google Maps in your Google suite of tools.

Using the Menu icon in the upper left, go to Your Places. Click on Maps, then

Please see Maps on next page
Link to page 1
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Maps, continued from previous page
Create Map.
Title the map, for example, “John’s Caseload” or “Speech Caseloads,” then
title the first layer. Add an additional layer and title, continuing until layers have
been created for each building or each service provider. Markers, or pins on the
map, are automatically created by importing the corresponding sheet/tab from

the original Google Sheet.
To edit the map visually, choose “Uniform Style” for consistency across all

markers of that layer.
Capturing caseload information can aid in improving efficiencies of travel,
assigning students and/or buildings, as well as supporting staffing needs.

Link to page 1
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Core First
Books
Snappywords.
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Page 6

Free Vocabulary Supports
Boardmaker Core First Learning
Tobii Dynavox offers free printable core
communication books and lessons that can
support you in teaching students specific
core words. Check out their free resources to
support vocabulary development at https://
www.tobiidynavox.com/en-US/software/
content/core-first/?redirect=true#CoreFirstLea
rning.

Snappywords.com Dynamic Dictionary
Snappywords.com offers an online interactive English dictionary and thesaurus
which helps users find the meanings of words and draw connections to
associated words. Type a word in the search box to get started. See the meaning
of each word by placing the mouse cursor over it. I

Link to page 1
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Sesame Street and Autism
Sesame Street has created Julia, a muppet who has autism. In their site,
autism.sesamestreet.org, there is a variety of fun and educational supports for
children with autism and their families. All are free. I

Link to page 1
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GPS, continued from page 1
requirements and emphasis on literacy and math overshadow important aspects
of science and social studies. The latter two disciplines are routinely left out
of curriculum as a result of the high-stakes testing and emphasis on math and
literacy. In addition, students rarely get a chance to leave their classroom – or
their desks.
I have developed a lesson to address this deficiency while meeting many of
the goals in current Michigan standards. This is an engaging, cross-curricular
activity in an outdoor setting which I call a GPS Treasurehunt. One could easily
be set up at a school or a nearby park. It is meant for students in 4th grade or
above.
Literacy Content: reading informational text, written summarized content,
inferencing skills, following directions, vocabulary
Math Content: distance benchmarking skills, estimation, relative distance
measurement
Science Content: tree identification, ecosystem interrelationships, habitats,
needs of living organisms, orbits (Moon and satellites), signal transmission and
interference, observation and inference, weather, seasons
Social Studies Content: latitude, longitude, cardinal directions, location
relative to Lansing, historical relevance, economic impact
Other Content: physical activity, teamwork, technology integration, practical
application

Introduction
Ask what the acronym GPS represents (GPS, or Global Positioning System)
and how it works. (a system used to accurately find locations (latitude/longitude)
anywhere on Earth using satellites >12,000 miles above the Earth (use a
comparison for benchmarking: jets fly at about 6 miles up and the moon is
250,000 miles from Earth; it takes a rocket 4 days to travel to the moon at 17,000
mph). GPS devices are replacing compasses through technology.
Schools and parents
can invite a trained,
neutral facilitator
into their IFSP, IEP
and other special
education meetings.

Procedure
A GPS course is set up with 8-12 locations and boxes with information are
placed at appropriate locations (called waypoints). Groups of 3-5 students will
use the GPS unit to navigate to the correct waypoint. The GPS will generate a
directional line (or a compass) to point in the correct direction. On the eTrex 10
GPS unit I use, the student is the triangle and the line-of-travel extends from that
triangle. The user will need to move about 10 feet before the GPS will accurately
point in the correct direction (12,000 miles is a long way for the signal to travel!).
Trees, rain and snow may impact reception on the GPS. Continue walking in the
general direction while staying on paths or open areas until within 20 feet of the
waypoint (the GPS can tell you the distance to the waypoint). Then start looking
for the waypoint box remembering it’s by a TREE (or other specific landmark in a
park or whatever you decided).
The waypoint box will have information written in it. It will be located close
to the tree or landmark/point-of-interest. Once students get close, they will need
Please see GPS on next page
Link to page 1
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GPS, continued from previous page
to look for the box in that waypoint. I always do the first waypoint together as a
group to address any problems they inevitably discover. Then the students are
told their waypoint sequence for their search and set loose.
Once students have found the box:
1) They open it and read the information.
2) They write the tree name and two facts that were interesting in their journal
3) Important: seal the box back up and replace it back EXACTLY where it
was found.
4) The next student enters the next waypoint into the GPS and the search
continues.
Depending on time constraints, ages, and abilities, groups can generally find
four waypoints in a half hour. Alter the waypoints each group searches for so they
are not going to the same ones at the same time. Tell students when they are
expected back at the start point.

Debriefing
Ask what students enjoyed about the activity before asking what challenges
they encountered. It is beneficial to have them write their responses down.
Students love the independence this activity gives them. They work out
problems themselves in a collaborative way. They enjoy not having a teacher
overseeing every move.
Teachers are often reluctant to give up control of their class and are worried
about students’ safety or becoming lost. The ‘Start” for each activity will always
lead students back to a safe area. Boundaries are given and reinforced before
students leave.

Locations of Lansing-area GPS Treasurehunts
(set up your own course or confer with the operators of the location – boxes
are NOT left outside)
• Beekman Therapeutic Riding Center – Lansing - horse information
treasurehunt
• Bengel Wildlife Conservancy – Bath – tree treasurehunt
• Dimondale Outdoor Discovery Center – Dimondale – tree treasurehunt
• Ebersole Environmental Center – Wayland – tree treasurehunt
• Fenner Nature Center – Lansing – invasive species treasurehunt; tree
treasurehunt
• Harris Nature Center -Meridian Township – tree treasurehunt
• Lincoln Brick – Grand Ledge – tree and historical treasurehunt
• Mt. Hope Cemetery – Lansing – Cemetery markers historical treasurehun

Link to page 1
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Website continued from page 1

An upcoming study
on lexile.com lists
the lexile level
needed for various
professions and the
average salary for
each.

These, and other benefits far outway the initial effort to get a website up and
running. Before you begin, put some thought into these considerations:
Website name: Often, teachers simply use their name, others try to be more
catchy, such as morrisonmath.weebly.com, richardsresources.weebly.com, or
fontellsfun.weebly.com. Think carefully about the website name, as this will
become the web address
What types of information and resources will you provide. Content may vary
depending on your role - teacher with a classroom, teacher providing primary
support in others’ classrooms, ancillary staff, grade level team, etc. Common
areas to include:
• Schedule - daily, weekly or annually
• Assignments including copies of handouts, worksheets, etc.
• Homework supports
• Practice tests or quizzes
• Links to additional resources, video lessons, etc.
• Parent resources, permission slip forms, conference schedule requests,
etc.
• Links to other classroom or support staff websites
• Showcasing student work
If you’ve never built a website, where do you start? Using one of two standout platforms, both free, are a great place to start.

Continued on next page
Link to page 1
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Website, continued from previous page

Weebly
Weebly is a free, very simple, and mobile-friendly website platform used by
many educators. The visually appealing interface, and “drag-and-drop” features
make it appealing to new users.
To create a Weebly website, simply go to weebly.com, click on “Create Your
Website”, and register with Weebly. The site walks you through each step,
beginning with choosing a theme. Don’t see a theme with an image that fits?
No problem, you can change the background or header image later! Once you
have a theme, simply click on the “Start Editing” button in the upper right. This is
where you will name your website, in the format of something.weebly.com. Find
the steps in the support area of Weebly’s website: Weebly Support Tips
Now, it’s just a matter of using the tools and features on the left, dragging
them into the website space, and filling in content.
When using Weebly, don’t forget to click “Publish” each time you edit, to
make sure new information is visible to users.

Look in on these examples:
• https://iloveela.weebly.com/
• http://chapmanroom151.weebly.com/
• http://missrachaelcheeseman.weebly.com/
• https://mshschoolpsych.weebly.com/

Continued on next page
Link to page 1
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Website, continued from previous page

Google Sites
This is a great option if your district is
already a Google district. Google Sites are
accessible from a student’s Google Drive, and
you can easily link to Google Classroom. It
is also very intuitive when embedding other
Google Suite features - documents, slides,
YouTube videos, images, etc. It can be a little
finicky when embedding features outside of the
Google environment.
To create your site, simply go the Google
menu in your Chrome browser.
Click the small “+” in the lower right corner
and you can begin to build the homepage of
your new site. Drag and drop features from
the right column onto the website space, and
fill with content.
And, don’t forget to click on “Publish”
following all edits, to make new content visible
to users. For more details on getting started
check out Google Sites Support.
Here are a few Google Site examples:
https://sites.google.com/nclack.k12.or.us/reedw
https://sites.google.com/tcsnc.org/sabrinarhodes/home
https://sites.google.com/nclack.k12.or.us/lawrencee/home
Hosting and maintaining a classroom or provider website assists all students,
especially those with special needs. From Autism and Learning Disabilities, to
hearing and visual impairments, a digital space allows access to notes, review
of materials, assignment details, extension activities and more. In our world of
digital documents, and use of web-based content, a website can become to new
“file drawer” for materials. Get yours up and running before fall!
Kindy Segovia, OTR,
is currently the Assistive
Technology Coordinator at Kent
Intermediate School District,
Grand Rapids, Mich. She has
worked as an occupational
therapist in both schools and
pediatric rehabilitation for over 25 years. She has provided educational training
for teachers, parents and administrators over the past 15 years with a focus on
adapting curriculum, classroom accommodations, and integrating technology into
instruction. She is also an adjunct professor at Grand Valley State University.
Link to page 1

